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NCKU Directions for the Administration of
the Ph.D. Qualifying Examination
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According to Article 26 of the University Act and Article 9 of the Degree
Conferral Law, these directions are established by National Cheng Kung
University (NCKU) to regulate the administration of the Ph.D. qualifying
examination as an effort to motivate its doctoral students to raise their research
capability and academic proficiency needed for a scholarly career.
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Doctoral students shall pass the Ph.D. qualifying examination designated by their
department (graduate institute or degree program) before they will be officially
approved by their department (graduate institute or degree program) as Ph.D.
candidates. Each department (graduate institute or degree program) shall
administer one Ph.D. qualifying examination by the end of each semester. The
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department (graduate institute or degree program) shall work to publish the date of
examination and process applications.
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3. Each department (graduate institute or degree program) shall designate test subjects
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and establish regulations for the Ph.D. qualifying examination based on its
academic discipline. A doctoral student shall follow the regulations to choose the
test subjects for the examination as a first-time applicant.
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In principle, doctoral students should complete the Ph.D. qualifying examination
within four semesters after matriculation. However, they must complete the
examination within a maximum duration of ten semesters after matriculation.
Each department (graduate institute or degree program) shall establish its
regulations on the maximum number of times an applicant is allowed to apply
for the test of each designated subject. Should any applicant fail to complete the
examination within the designated maximum duration, the department (graduate
institute or degree program) shall inform the Registrar’s Division to issue an
order of dismissal.
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Upon receiving an application for the Ph.D. qualifying examination, each
department (graduate institute or degree program) shall form a committee to
administer the related affairs. The test subjects and format of the examination
shall be designated by each department (graduate institute or degree program)
and specified in its directions for the administration of the Ph.D. qualifying
examination.
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Each department (graduate institute or degree program) shall inform the
Registrar’s Division to register “Ph.D. qualifying examination completed and
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ratified” on the transcript of a doctoral student who has successfully completed
the Ph.D. qualifying examination. The department (graduate institute or degree
program) shall submit applications for degree examinations with the transcripts
and the roster of the examination committee to the President for Academic

Affairs for approval.
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7. According to these directions, each department (graduate institute or degree
program) shall establish its directions for the Ph.D. qualifying examination,
which shall be approved by its program affairs council before being published
and taking effect. Meanwhile, the directions shall be submitted to the Office of
Academic Affairs for ratification.
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8. These directions shall be approved by the Academic Affairs Council before they
are published and take effect. Meanwhile, they shall be submitted to the Ministry
of Education for ratification. Amendments shall be processed accordingly.

These directions were translated from the original Chinese. In the event of any
discrepancies between the two versions, the Chinese always takes precedence.



